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PARISH NOTICE BOARD 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

All in-person church services and events 
are cancelled until further notice but read 

more below about our online Morning 
and Evening Prayer services.  

Stay in touch during the COVID-19 Crisis 

Facebook:    
https://www.facebook.com/Anglican-Church-

of-All-Saints-by-the-Lake-Dorval-
375181346541233 

Morning Prayer at 10am on Sundays  
Zoom link will be sent in advance by email 

every week 

Evening Prayer at 5pm, Mon-Sat: 
https://zoom.us/j/258384963?pwd=TTJuSm80

QVhFMmhpaS9iUFc2L0ZEdz09 
Meeting id number:  258384963 
or by telephone:  438 809 7799  

Password: 497227 

Link for Messy Church at 5:30pm on Fridays:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83290107067?pw
d=YlNlT1RoN0Q2Mno4eXQ3L3VsL1pFdz09 

Meeting ID: 832 9010 7067 
Password:  497227 

or by telephone:  438 809 7799 

Do you need help with technology? 

Dave Hill: 514-694-6255 
David Tomsons: 514-694-3794 
Ross Hamilton: 514-240-2004 

PRAYER CARE 

David; June; Janie & John; Eileen; 

Gordona & Leonard; Brenda; Michael; 

Lil; Gary; June; Judy; Nancy; Clara; 

Dani; Maureen and Mervyn; Renee; 

Marlene; Elizabeth; Myrna; Rebecca, 

Arthur & William; Mike; Darwin; 

Heather & Ture; Pierrette; Veta; Jean 

Guy; Lisa; Norman & Betty; Betty; 

Michael; Robert; Edwin 

A BIG shout out! 

  

 
 
Our dedicated technical team – Louis, 
Dave and Ross – who work tirelessly to 
make sure our services run smoothly.   
 
They undertook the challenging task of 
connecting parishioners joining worship 
remotely and those attending in-person 
services in mid-September. 
 
Great job guys!    
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD  

Have a laugh! 

mailto:allsaintsbythelake@gmail.com


  Rev.’s writings 

 
865 Lakeshore Drive, Dorval, QC H9S 2C7 • (514) 631-3601 • allsaintsbythelake@gmail.com 

4 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
In July, the All Saints Anti-Racist Book Club began meeting on Zoom, reading through Ibram X. Kendi’s How to Be 
an Antiracist. After finishing that book, we moved on to Tanya Talaga’s Seven Fallen Feathers: Racism, Death, 
and Hard Truths in a Northern City, a book by a journalist about the difficult conditions at a Native high school in 
Thunder Bay and a series of student deaths that took place there over the first decade of this century. 

 
It’s been a very, very tough read.  But it’s been effective – 
because we were so deeply affected by the individual stories, and 
by the descriptions of the appalling structural oppression faced by 
Native people, we took this past week’s session off from reading 
more, and instead each member of the group researched one or 
more potential ways that we, as the descendants of the settlers of 
this land, can actually help make things better for the Indigenous 
people who have been systematically deprived of their land, 
livelihoods, culture, and rights for the last several centuries. 

 
It’s taking steps like this – from the headlines, to a deep dive into learning, into taking action – that constitutes a 
faithful response, as Christians, to the agony of the world around us. If all we do is observe, learn, pray, and 
lament, we are abdicating our obligation to be actively involved in reconciliation. 
 
And I am glad and grateful that this impulse, and the action that will result, have arisen organically from the 
congregation, and didn’t come primarily from me; in my experience, this is far more likely to result in projects 
and commitments that have some staying power, rather than petering out after the first flush of enthusiasm. 
 
Sometimes, when a congregation begins to expand its outreach beyond activities like feeding ministries and 
volunteering at the homeless shelter into advocacy, there are worries that this will be seen as “too political” or 
controversial.  What will new people think?  Will they be turned off by a faith community that states its 
convictions so clearly, that “takes a side”? Is asking this kind of involvement of people demanding too much?  
Shouldn’t we all be nice and try to get along, especially if we want to appeal to young people? 
 
In fact, I find that people are hungering for a community that means something, that knows what it stands for, 
and that demands commitment.  Scripture tells us to make no peace with injustice.  We are asked to take a side.  
Our prayer, learning and witness help us to decide which side to take, and we trust that God is leading us in the 
right path. 
 
Young people, and the parents of young children, are looking for ways to live their values in the world. They are 
looking for communities that tell the truth and take action.  They are looking for examples of love and service 
for themselves and for the next generation. 
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If our prayer, our learning, our witness, our lament, and our action, are all directed toward the same goal of 
justice and peace for all, that integrity will shine forth and this community will be one that people of all ages will 
want to be part of.  And that is something to rejoice in and be grateful for! 
 
In God’s peace                             
 

Grace+ 
 

 
 

 
Don’t forget the parish meeting on Sunday, 25 October 2020.  Details on the time, agenda and the Zoom link 
will follow. 
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The prayer we have been using to begin the book club sessions on Seven Fallen Feathers: 
 

God of our Ancestors,  

who holds the spirits of our grandmothers and 

grandfathers  

and the spirits of our grandchildren,  

Remembering the Children,  

we now pledge ourselves to speak the Truth,  

and with our hearts and our souls  

to act upon the Truth we have heard  

of the injustices lived,  

of the sufferings inflicted,  

of the tears cried,  

of the misguided intentions imposed,  

and of the power of prejudice and racism  

which were allowed to smother the sounds and laughter of the forgotten children.  

Hear our cries of lament for what was allowed to happen, and for what will never be.  

In speaking and hearing and acting upon the Truth  

may we as individuals and as a nation  

meet the hope of a new beginning.  

Great Creator God  

who desires that all creation live in harmony and peace,  

Remembering the Children  

we dare to dream of a Path of Reconciliation  

where apology from the heart leads to healing of the heart  

and the chance of restoring the circle,  

where justice walks with all,  

where respect leads to true partnership,  

where the power to change comes from each heart.  

Hear our prayer of hope,  

and guide this country of Canada  

on a new and different path.  

Amen 
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COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS 

Financial Giving Report to August 31, 2020 

 

    2020  Same time  

Income      last year 

Regular Giving   $80,882 $79,329 

Special (Easter)   $  2,250  $  4,974 

Initial Offering   $     282  $     175 

Total    $83,414 $84,478 

 

Open    $  1,028  $  2,055 

 

Restricted Funds 

Outreach   $    655  $    708 

Building Fund   $ 4,119  $ 4,057 

Memorial Gifts   $      50  $        0 

Capital: Elevator  $    850  $        0 

Flowers    $    120  $    814 

Music Fund   $    160   $    390 

Messy Church   $    160  $    731 

Total    $ 6,114  $ 6,700 

 

Fund Raising   $1,231  $7,958 

 

Flow Through (Outside Organizations) 

Auberge Madeleine  $   986  $    492 

Christian Action Chretienne $   725  $    100 

Dorval Community Aid  $   850  $      20 

PWRDF    $   349  $ 1,270 

St. Michael’s Mission  $   425  $    518 

Total    $3,335  $ 2,400 

 

Grand Total   $95,122 $103,591 

 

 

We have received very strong support 

from all of our parishioners through our 

various giving methods. Despite the lack 

of fund raising income, we are in a 

healthy financial position. We have been 

able to finance 2 capital projects 

through regular giving. I am speaking of 

the new roof for the Back Hall and the 

repair of the tunnel, both of which have 

been completed. We were also able to 

purchase audio visual equipment which 

allows us to present services both 

through Zoom and in-person. 

Thanks to the diocese’s efforts to make 

use of available government Covid -19 

programs, our expenses have been 

greatly reduced since March. 

Our next major capital project is the 

installation of a vertical lifting device. 

We welcome donations to this project 

under the heading: “Capital: Elevator 

Project.” 

Your financial commitment to All Saints 

is greatly appreciated. 

- Submitted by Trevor Smith 
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BUILDING BLESSINGS 

Update on Major Building Projects 

In the winter edition of The Anchor, we presented a description of the three major building projects the 

parish has under way.  Here is an update on where we stand with each: 

Tunnel between the church basement and the day care centre 

• Last fall there was a major flood on Halloween evening where we had to have a crew in all night 

mopping up the floor as the water poured in 

• We called in a contractor on an emergency basis to do extensive repairs and that was mostly 

successful but not quite 100% 

• This summer the contractor finished the job. 

• It cost significantly more than we had estimated for several reasons: 

o We removed a chimney that had been used when we heated the building with oil.  Since 

then the chimney was not needed and has been the source of leaks. 

o As the contractor excavated to get to the outside of the tunnel, he discovered various 

cracks, rotten wood, poor drainage, etc. 

 

Elevator between the main floor and the basement 

• The project was approved and planning was under way 

• We applied for two grants to assist with the financing. These grants would only apply to work 

carried out after approval of the grants so we stopped work until we received word on their status 

• One grant from the Anglican Foundation of Canada has been approved and the other rejected.  

• Now that the situation regarding grants is clear, we are proceeding as quickly as the COVID-19 

situation permits 

• We have called for tenders and we expect to receive bids shortly. 

• We now expect the work to proceed this fall and be complete in January 2021 
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Roof on the day care centre 

• The roof over the Day Care was in very bad condition and the replacement of the shingles on the 

whole roof was quite urgent.  We counted over 80 shingles on the ground that had been blown off 

the roof. 

• Our architect prepared specifications and received bids from three qualified roofers 

• The bidder with the lowest price was selected as his bid also complied completely with the 

specifications. 

• This work is now completed within budget, with a lifetime guarantee and to the Day Care’s 

complete satisfaction  

Bill Yeomans is doing an excellent job coordinating this work with the architect and the various 

contractors. 

Submitted by Raymond Noël 

                             

 

 

 

A close-up of some of the damage to the 
roof.   

Roofers at work showing the mess 

on the ground - fortunately, this 

was done when the day-care was 

at greatly reduced occupancy 

during the COVID-19 shut-down) 
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BUSY AND BLESSED 

The Story of the Refurbished Narthex and Coatroom 
 

Way back in March when the initial wave of Covid-19 hit, we quickly 

closed the doors to our beloved church and sat back awaiting to see 

what was going to transpire with this pandemic.  At the time, I’m 

sure none of us thought we would be closed for 6 months!  In the 

2nd week of closure, I thought this would be an ideal time to freshen 

up and repaint the entrance way and coatroom.  I first asked hubby 

Dave if he was willing to help me paint (which really meant he was 

going to do most of the work) and then brought the idea to the 

Corporation for approval on the budget.  Feedback from the 

Corporation was that if we were willing to do the work, they were 

willing to buy the paint!  But as with any renovation job, this simple 

painting job turned into a much bigger project. 

 

 

First we had to clean up the areas and move furniture.  Then we 

realized we needed to remove the notice boards, which lead to 

the discovery of about 20 support anchors that had to be 

removed and holes repaired.  Next was the removal of the 

bulkhead which supported the lighting for the main notice 

board.  And that lead to a realization that we needed to install 

new track lighting, which meant moving the electrical wiring.  I 

think this is when Dave discovered the cinder block and cement 

wall through which he had to fish the electrical wires .... I’m sure 

there were some choice words spoken during that 

discovery!  But not to worry, we did call in an electrician to 

actually reconnect the new wiring, so all is safe!   
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While Dave was struggling with the heavy lifting, I had the 

fun job of choosing paint colours.  Well, it was fun until I 

had to stand for about an hour in the cold in a long line 

outside of Home Depot awaiting my turn to enter the store 

(remember those initial months of standing in line to get 

into the store; lets hope we don’t go back there).  We 

painted 4 patches of colour on one wall and asked for 

opinions from a few people who had to visit the 

church.  Once the colour was chosen, we were able to get 

to work on the initial project of ‘repainting’.  To brighten up 

the entrance way and coat room, new lighting was purchased and installed.  But it didn’t end there…..as 

the lock down continued, Dave had to find more projects to keep himself busy.  

He decided to sand, stain and re-varnish the 2 credenzas, 

which look quite beautiful!  He then decided that the barrel 

needed some work, so he grinded off some of the rust, 

repainted the rims and painted the barrel.  Unfortunately, 

we ran out of things for Dave to redo and fortunately for 

him, the snow had finally melted, weather improved and 

Dave was able to turn his attention to our yard work!   

 

I have to mention that during this work, we also called upon some other experts to help…..Bill Yeomans 

made the beautiful new notice boards that have been installed and Janet Callary made the new signs 

affixed to the new donation baskets.  A huge thanks to Dave, Bill and Janet and to those who offered 

ideas and opinions on the project; it was very much appreciated!  

- Submitted by Laura Hill 

 

 

 
 

The refurbished narthex & cloakroom 
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SHARING OUR BLESSINGS 

Report on St Michael’s Mission and Prison Ministry 

There is much good news to report on both outreach projects. At St Michael’s Mission the staff has 

weathered the Covid storm with only case reported at the beginning which was isolated and resolved. 

Staff adapted marvellously by reducing the seating capacity but offering take-out and this system 

worked very well. Conditions actually improved as air conditioning was installed. Since All Saints 

reopened under Phase II two weeks ago, we are now able to resume collecting clothing in the barrel and 

the peanut butter Food of the Month that was halted in March. Already the barrel is overflowing, and 

three buckets are full of peanut butter which will have been delivered by the time this newsletter is 

published.  We are now asking for donations of canned protein such as tuna, salmon, ham, or chicken 

for the month of October.  

I am also pleased to report that we have formed an 

informal partnership with Nova Hudson for the 

collection of used clothing. They receive more clothing 

than they can handle so every month or so, Inga, a 

Nova volunteer, brings a carload to All Saints which I 

transport to the Mission along with the contents of 

our barrel. By the way, the old barrel received an 

extensive refurbishing thanks to Dave and Laura and 

looks great! 

 

 

At the two prisons we visit, Cowansville and Laval, both have begun to ease restrictions which 

successfully kept both institutions Covid-free. Unfortunately, this came at the expense of a total 

lockdown with all activities, educational courses and family visits suspended. I have received regular 

updates from Corrections Canada and am happy to report that in the last month visits have resumed, in 

person and via Zoom, with strict guidelines, some classes with reduced hours and numbers and our 

prison chaplain, Tim Smart, is now allowed back in once a week. It will be some time before volunteers 

are allowed but CSC is looking into Bible study and other activities by Zoom.  

Inga and Bob packing a carload of books, food 

and clothing destined for St. Michael’s Mission.  
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However, the letter writing continues with a 72hour quarantine delay at the prison for incoming mail 

and outgoing letters delivered to the church. Just ask Roger how great he feels when the email from 

Jennifer arrives with “a letter for you from prison beside the printer”. A couple our guys have received 

parole or transfer to minimum during the last six months and although it is not possible at present to 

attend a hearing we are able to offer recommendation letters of support before a hearing is held. At 

Communitas the Tuesday night Open Door meeting of ex-offenders and volunteers has continued via 

Zoom without missing a beat. 

The innovation of Zoom has been a Godsend during these Covid times, a blessing at church and in the 

prisons to name just two places where its use will continue long after the pandemic is over. Parishioners 

who cannot attend church in person can tune in on their computer or by phone. Inmates, whose loved 

ones live too far away to visit can now connect by Zoom or Skype under CSC supervision and maintain 

valuable contact which up to now was not possible.  

We pray that our recovery from the pandemic continues and come Christmas we can once again 

decorate the St Michael’s tree, sing a carol or two with a glass of sherry and share apiece of delicious 

Caribbean fruit cake with friends. 

- Submitted by Bob Morell 

 

 

 

 
 
A client at St. Michael’s Mission reading a book 
from the library of donated books. 

  
A talented client at St. Michael’s Mission. 
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GIVING THANKS IN MUSIC  

Water leaks and a broken recording device 

We have been truly thankful for the regular opportunity to share our gifts and resources at All Saints by 

the Lake. Knowing that music helps so much to help convey emotions and themes throughout the 

church year, we’ve been especially thankful that, with the invaluable work of the tech teams, that we’ve 

been able to keep that happening during these months of the pandemic. Being part of the music 

ministry aspect of community worship, we are gratefully given ample opportunity to review the 

lectionary, check libraries, vet tunes, check texts, and meditate on what is going on in the world and 

then figure out how to acknowledge, support and highlight our common mission in the world week by 

week through the presenting of the different hymn and instrumental selections from amongst all those 

resources. 

  

One would not usually give thanks for a water 

leak, but 11 years ago, during the week leading 

up to Thanksgiving, it was just that, a massive 

leak in a blocked pipe in the organ chamber at 

Trinity Memorial Church, which would cause us 

to end up purchasing a computer organ system 

(on our credit card! ) for use by the church, 

knowing that no reasonable replacement was 

available for rental, and knowing that the 

repairs would not be accomplished before the 

upcoming busy season of concerts and festival 

services.   

We are thankful to have that organ in our home, used for presenting and recording hymns for broadcast 

at services for months now -and which will eventually be once again used to accompany the rowdiest of 

Christmas party-goers in a full-on rendition of the Hallelujah Chorus! 

  

And it was a similar set of circumstances that our mutual friend and a voice coach needed to replace 

their recording device for their voice lessons and rehearsal tapes for their community choir. They 

suggested that we get our own H4n handy recorder that allowed us to record digital sound files directly. 

That device has enabled us to pre-record either the home organ or the church organ with voice. There 

might have been some recordings used in church that would be considered rowdy and rambunctious. 

Chris, clearly enjoys his music ministry  
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We have been so thankful to know that in the middle of everything, it has not only been knowing that 

we are sharing our gifts and resources, but we’ve been thankful to keep receiving back everything that 

we’ve given, and then some, just seeing smiling faces of dozens of folk singing to their screens and 

muted microphones, hearing from folk that one or another selection touched them, knowing, friendship 

and fellowship, virtual hugs, the loving support that we have received and the prayer support that our 

families have received. We look forward to that day that we can all be together in the same space 

making music together, and in the meantime, thank God for all the Saints at All Saints by the Lake!  

- Submitted by Chris Grocholski and Dion Lewis  

 

 

Chris playing the organ from Trinity Memorial and Dion leading guests in a full-on rendition of the 

Hallelujah Chorus! 
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QUALITY FAMILY TIME BLESSINGS  

Pandemic Parenting 
 

Parenting on a regular day is hard. 

Parenting through a pandemic is harder. 

Parenting through a pandemic, and working from home is some next level stuff. 

 

March came in like a lion, and knocked all of us on our behinds. Our worlds turned upside down as most 

of us had to relearn how to do things as simple as groceries.  

 

Teaching my kids to keep their distance from people they loved was strange. I explained to my 3 year 

old that there were big germs out there and we needed to keep our germs to ourselves. My 18 month 

old was blissfully ignorant. 

 

We thrived on routine; cartoons in the morning, a walk or 

bike ride at 8, crafts at 10, lunch at 11:30, nap at 1:00, 

open play at 3:00 till dinner, then bath, book, and bed. 

 

Trying to juggle my job and taking care of my kids was 

insane. I couldn’t work a straight 8 hour day as my 

husband works IT phone support and breaking his calls 

with preschool age kids asking for a snack wasn’t possible. 

So, it was on me.  I’d work 2 hours here, an hour there, 

and another chunk after the kids went to bed. Whatever 

hours I missed during the week, I made up for on the 

weekend. So when I was laid off shortly into the 

lockdown, it was stressful, but also a blessing as my time 

was no longer divided. 

 

My world became theirs, teaching my oldest how to ride her bike, my youngest new words and the sign 

language equivalent. Playing on the floor, doing puzzles, and reading books. In addition, I was handling 

any medical calls, meal planning, grocery orders, cleaning, gardening, Zoom engagements, and home 

improvements. 
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When Quebec reopened in June, we weren’t ready for them to go back so I kept the kids home. There 

were too many unknowns, too many risks for us to feel comfortable. I wasn’t working, so it made sense. 

 

Keeping them home, for us, was the best decision. We had joined bubbles with my parents and sister, 

which had meant hugs and lunch dates and 4 very happy kids and a memorable summer. 

 

Back to school and daycare came all to quickly, and also meant a return to our bubbles. Relearning what 

we had spent 8 weeks forgetting is even harder the second time.  

 

We are all doing our best in an impossible situation, making choices that suit our family. There is no one 

right choice, just what’s right for you.  

 

Keep faith and be kind. 

- Submitted by Amanda Seebeck 
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QUARANTINED TOGETHER:  

How we are managing in this time of Covid 

We’re a family of five and for the better part of 4 months last spring we spent every waking hour 

together. Don’t get me wrong, I love my family, but even for a family girl like me, things started to get 

tough.  

When I was asked to share how we were dealing with Covid and how we survived the confinement, I 

really had to pause and think. You see I don’t think we did anything so spectacular to survive but like 

most families we found ways to make it work.  

Was it hard? Yes!  

And at times I wanted to just go out, leave for a couple of 

hours; I’m sure Keelan and the kids felt the same at times 

as well. However, through honest communication and 

through holding each other up in our hardest moment, we 

made it through. We also made sure that we still had a very 

strong support system even though it was all virtual.  

Through it all, Zoom became essential. Whether it was 

Grandma reading a book to the kiddos so I could take a 

shower and Keelan could lie down for a while, or virtual  

playdates so that the kids could see their cousins, our 

weekly virtual family suppers and even Zoom kids-free 

evening with our friends (after the children’s bed time). 

I also made a point of staying connected to All Saints through daily evening prayers. This daily half hour 

allowed me to stay grounded and strengthen my faith while giving me some time to reflect and be 

thankful amidst all the chaos. This routine allowed me to become a better mom and partner as it gave 

me such a sense of peace.   

One of the things the kids missed the most was Messy Church. It had been a big part of our lives until 

the confinement and the ability to still get together virtually helped the kids remain in contact with their 

messy church friends and hear being bible stories.  They do miss the ability to play together and sharing 

a meal, however, they enjoy seeing everyone on Zoom and there is a lot of silliness that usually ensues.   
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We also made more time to be outside. Being outside became a priority and the kids used their 

imagination to create so many games, they spent hours digging and running around while we worked 

outside, watching them.  

But we didn’t only focus on us during the confinement, we also 

wanted to be useful to our family, friends and faith community. I 

decided to start making masks. Before I knew it we had made 

over 500 masks to donate to family friends and to the All Saints 

by the Lake community. I say we because it quickly became a 

family project. I sewed, Maëlle and Félix cut threads and Keelan 

added the elastics while Elliott supervised us. Every mask sent 

was a true labour of love that helped us bond as a family, stay 

busy and feel like we could make a difference during such an 

uncertain time.  

As the summer came and restriction were lifted, we took solace in the ability to gather in backyards for 

meals with our close family. We kept our bubble small, only close family, and saw each other often. The 

kids stayed home to avoid too much risk of contagion and we fully embrace outside gathering for 

birthdays and anniversaries.  

We embraced the slower pace of life and actually made do with some of the activities we had taken on 

before Covid. We decided to focus on us as a family, we took the time to go strawberry, blueberry, corn 

and apple picking; we went on long drive along Lakeshore Road and around Île-Perrot and Pincourt. We 

learned to appreciate the little things in life and be thankful for everyday. We made sure that we 

created memories that were about us as a family and not about Covid.  

As we brace for another wave of closure, I can’t help but wonder how different this time around will be. 

We all wear masks and wash our hands; we all have already adjusted our lives to the virus.  

My work has become essential as I am a vice principal, and schools are remaining open, our lives are 

once again busier due to full school days for the kids and homework at night. There are meals to cook 

and pick up and drop offs to do, there are assignments to hand in and lots of overtime to make sure that 

everything runs smoothly at work. The pace isn’t quite as slow as it was the first time around and I can’t 

help but worry about getting sick. However, if though the future is uncertain, uncharted, and scary at 

times, I know that God is there throughout our days, granting us the strength to carry on through the 

toughest days.   

- Submitted by Marie-Claude Martz-Jacobs 
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REJOICING ALWAYS 

Pandemic blessings… 

As the province enters our second wave of COVID and families prepare for lockdown again, it's been 

easy to fall into weariness and negativity. But if the first wave has taught our family anything, it's that 

we have experienced surprising benefits from these strange times, and that we will undoubtedly 

continue to experience more as the months go by! We have been so grateful for our neighbourhood; we 

live near a large nature reserve, we have a fenced in backyard, and so many wonderful parks just a short 

bike ride away.  

We have also seen a direct correlation between how much time our two boys (just turned 5, and 2.5) 

spend together, and how much they have begun to enjoy each other's company. A very happy side 

effect is that they play ever more independently, while Mum and Dad are able to get other things done! 

Another bittersweet blessing has been to appreciate just how much richness our friends, family, and 

various communities have brought to our lives on a regular basis; it is one of those times when "you 

don't know what you've got 'till it's gone". We certainly do not take these relationships for granted 

anymore!  

As we now look forward to seasonal holidays that traditionally feature large family gatherings, it is 

difficult to imagine what our celebrations might look like... but this year, more than any other in our 

experience, has been full of reminders to "Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." (1 Thess. 5:16-18)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Rebecca and Peter Lekx 
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IT’S BACK TO ZOOM 

Out of an abundance of caution and in light of the alert on the island of Montreal having been raised to 

Red level, the Corporation has decided that All Saints will be suspending in-person worship again for a 

period of 4 weeks, until All Saints' Sunday, November 1.   

We pray that at that point the situation will be such that we can once again gather - and celebrate the 

Eucharist, as we have been longing to do since March.  We understand that this causes distress for many 

of us, particularly those for whom Zoom church is a challenge.  Nevertheless, we feel that our primary 

obligation is to respond to the wider situation by setting an example of caution and cooperation with 

the government's request to minimize contact during the 28-day period in an attempt to head off the 

second wave before it gets any worse.  Telephone tree leaders are kindly asked to call their people 

about this announcement.   

Harvest Thanksgiving Service  
October 11, 10:00 a.m.  

As we are not able to collect harvest produce at Thanksgiving in 

the usual manner this year for Omega Community Resources, 

we are encouraging parishioners to make donations directed to 

Omega.  Please indicate with your donation for "Omega" on 

your envelope.  Thank you for your support! 

 

Link:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81470365773?pwd=V1RlcUVzczRqaUhsZTQrL1JBdlZkZz09  

Meeting ID: 814 7036 5773 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ways to send in your donation as you are financially able 

• Interac transfer to: allsaintsbythelake@gmail.com 

• Mail in cheque to All Saints by the Lake, 865 Lakeshore Drive, Dorval QC H9S 2C7 (or drop it 
through the church front door mail slot.) 

• Credit card through Canada Helps, see the “Donate button” on our website: 
www.pramchurch.org 

• PAR – monthly donations from your bank account.  Contact Geoff Dowd, Envelope Secretary 
gdowd@trafalgar.qc.ca 
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October is canned protein month  
Bring your donations for St Michael's Mission. Canned 

protein meat of any size and any type. Chicken, tuna, 

salmon, ham, SPAM, corned beef… you choose!   

If you have any clothes that you no longer wear, please 

consider donating to St Michael's Mission. For men or 

women, any season.  Items may be left in the newly painted 

brown barrel in the front entrance.  You may bring in your 

donations during office hours. Thank you for your support. 

 

 

Fruitcake Fundraiser!   

The All Saints bakers are taking orders for their delicious Traditional 

British and / or Traditional Jamaican fruitcakes.  Fruits for The 

Christmas cakes are soaked in Rum well ahead of the time they are 

baked. They need to know how many to prepare.  

  

Please sign up on the sheet on the front door or let Jennifer know, 

514-631-3601 / allsaintsbythelake@gmail.com.  Please indicate the 

type of fruitcake you want and the quantity.  They will be ready in 

November.  Cost: $27 each.  Proceeds go to the General Fund. 

 

Questions? Please speak to Yvonne Wakeland.  You may pay for the fruitcakes in the usual manner 

including online via Interac transfer to: allsaintsbythelake@gmail.com.  Be sure to indicate that the 

payment is for Fruitcake Fundraiser. 

2021 Canadian Church 
Calendars  
 

Available at the church in early 

October. Same low price as before $5.   

Calendars may be picked up in church 

during office hours.  If you would like a 

calendar and are unable to come to the 

church, please let Jennifer know. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 

The Summer edition of ‘The Anchor’, the four phases of re-opening churches in the Diocese were 
explained.  By mid-September, we entered Phase II.  A maximum of 50 persons could be physically 
present at our 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer service, while other parishioners could join by telephone or 
Zoom.   This is what Phase II church looked like. 
 

 

Our Welcome Team 

 

Sanitizer, signs, distancing markers in the narthex 
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Masks on for church! 

 

Clear instructions for seating 
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Socially distanced spaces for families with young children… 

                                                                             … and for adults too ! 
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Thank You! 

 

Thank you Rev. Grace for guiding us through this difficult time! 

 

Our technical team at work…thank you! 
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DIOCESE OF MONTREAL 

Synod 

Virtual Synod is Saturday, November 14th. Please check the Diocese’s website regularly for updates. 

https://www.montreal.anglican.ca/synod 

PWRDF 

Here is some info from our Montreal PWRDF chairperson, Roslyn MacGregor: 
 
"The All Mothers and Children Count”  program did such amazing work that it is one of a small number 
of projects the Canadian Government extended at 6:1 for another year past its original end time of 
March 31, 2020 - in order to help prevent and to care for those affected by Covid-19. Even though many 
of us have financial concerns at this time, even small donations get multiplied --- and we can continue to 
make a difference --- "  For more info go to https://pwrdf.org/amcc/ 
 

FLAME 2021 

FLAME stands for Fellowship and Learning for Anglican Men’s 

Enrichment.  A group of about 45 men get together once a year in 

Montreal for weekend of fellowship and spiritual refreshment and 

have for 30 years.  The weekend consists of being taught by an 

excellent Christian leader, meeting in small groups to discuss and 

digest the speakers remarks and, with the Holy Spirit, learn with 

one another, meeting new friends.  The background is singing to 

praise God, meeting together over meals and enjoying the 

privileges of a meeting house, all with single rooms. 

This Covid-19 year we have to make changes, so we are meeting on Zoom and You Tube on Friday 

evening October 30 and Saturday October 31.   Our speaker is the Rt. Rev. Dan Herzog, retired Bishop of 

Albany, NY, who was our speaker 7 years ago when we were inspired and blessed.  Bishop Dan’s subject 

is “Connected to the Inside Man”.  The program is as close as we can get to the usual weekend, right 

down to private small group discussion “rooms”.  In previous years, our Bishop Mary has welcomed the 

men to FLAME.  This year, we are meeting with FLAME Toronto and working with them on the weekend. 

For more information contact Roger Spack at 514-684-4356 or roger.spack@sympatico.ca. 
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CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT DURING THE PANDEMIC   

New challenges, new opportunities 

Walking into All Saints by the Lake a couple of weeks ago, on the second Sunday of re-opening (sounds like a 

new liturgical season) things were comfortingly familiar and startlingly different. The familiar building. People 

streaming in. The sound of the organ and the site of the priest at the front. A service with a flow that seemed 

naturally Anglican. On the other hand, so much was different. Being questioned about my health at the door, 

escorted into the sanctuary, pews roped off, and participants sitting far apart. That last bit felt more like a 

traditional 8am service but that’s another story. 

It felt so good to be physically back in a Church space again resuming familiar patterns. Unfortunately, at the 

time of writing, we have been forced to retreat back towards isolation. Yet perhaps we might think twice 

before resuming familiar patterns and consider what new lessons we have been learning along the way. 

All of us have had to come to grips with technology and the digital world in an entirely new way. It is quite 

extraordinary to think that much of what we have been doing online we have done with our phones. But 

lockdown showed us how important our communities of faith are to us, and across the Diocese our 

congregations have shown grit and determination in hanging together in whatever way possible and if that 

means learning to master Zoom then so be it. This gives me great hope for our future. 

But perhaps then we need to grasp the lesson that there is more to Church than familiar patterns and spaces. 

We are a community of disciples who gather around our Lord Jesus Christ and serve our communities in 

Christ’s name. Confinement has certainly put the accent upon the gathering part, though many churches 

have found innovative ways to continue serving. But the need to be together has provided us with new 

opportunities to gather to talk, to pray, to grow as Christians. 

I would encourage all of us to take with us into the uncertain future that we 

face. To be determined not just to be together but to grow together as 

disciples. In my ministry, I have enjoyed finding new opportunities for online 

Bible study and prayer. Running the Revive Course which aims to turn 

church leaders into spiritual leaders has been a major blessing for all 

involved. And it has worked well online.  I hope and pray that the work we 

do during this time of confinement will show forth a great harvest when, in 

time, we venture out into the world again.  

 

- Submitted by Rev. Neil Mancour 

Coordinator, Congregational Development 
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ANGLICAN CHURCH IN CANADA 

Anglican Journal examines continued pandemic adaptations 

As some Canadian churches continue to reopen while others 

face renewed restrictions, the Anglican Journal’s October 

issue offers a view into just a few of the places where the 

church is becoming something new. 

From Sunday school to ordination, the COVID-19 pandemic 

has changed how Christians deepen their understanding and 

practice of faith—yet it hasn’t stopped the church from 

raising people up. We take a look at how ministries for 

children and youth have continued online, and the ways that seminaries have continued their efforts to 

educate future leaders in the church. We also hear from three newly ordained clergy on what it was like 

to be ordained amidst lockdowns—and to enter a career that changes day by day. 

Just as Christian education has continued during the pandemic, so have the efforts of national Anglican 

organizations. The continuation of a program for expectant mothers in Africa—run by PWRDF partner 

Village Health Works and made possible by a pandemic-related extension to a federal grant—is featured 

in this issue. Likewise, we learn about a new online bookstore, launched by General Synod of the 

Anglican Church of Canada, that should improve access that Anglicans have to faith-related resources. 

What lies ahead for Anglicans as the COVID-19 pandemic unfolds? Three theological reflections in this 

issue may help answer that question. Archbishop Linda Nicholls, primate of the Anglican Church of 

Canada, takes a look at the discomfort of faithfulness amid transformation. “As our world opens up 

again, will we simply try to go back to the way things were before the pandemic?” she wonders. “Or will 

we pay attention to what we have seen and commit to new ways of mutual care and responsibility 

within the church and in the world around us?” Archbishop Mark MacDonald, national Indigenous 

archbishop, also takes a look around to see how God calls people to hope—and to a “World to Come.” 

And Canon Martha Tatarnic meditates upon bodily pain and what it can teach us about our relationships 

with the world. 

Read the October issue of the Anglican Journal on anglicanjournal.com or in digital PDF. 
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ANGLICAN CHURCH WORLDWIDE 

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has taken the important decision to reschedule the Lambeth Conference 

by a further year to the British summer of 2022. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has filmed a special message of encouragement at this time. 

Speaking of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, he has encouraged the bishops and spouses of 

Anglican Churches in their pastoral role of supporting churches and communities around the world. 

In the video, the Archbishop has also announced that alongside the postponed physical conference 

meeting in 2022 in Canterbury, a wider programme will be developed before and after the event, 

delivered virtually and through other meetings. 

You can read more in the press release by clicking here. 

Fuller details, and a video from Archbishop Justin, can be found on the Lambeth Conference website. 
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IN MY OPINION… 

My Thoughts on Thanksgiving 

“We are blessed with all the good gifts that God has freely given to us every day and to honour him for 

his unconditional love he so richly pours out to us.   

Thanksgiving celebration started in 1621 with the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag people who showed the 

pilgrims how to grow crops and work the soil. 

Thanksgiving is a public acknowledgement and celebration of divine goodness as we prepare to reap the 

harvest of this good earth.  It is a positive and secular holiday where we celebrate gratitude, something 

we don’t do enough of these days. 

As we prepare turkey and pumpkin pie, we remember those in refugee camps, those imprisoned for 

their Christian beliefs, the homeless, the hungry, the lonely and the sick.  Particularly at this time we 

remember all the front-line workers tirelessly working to save lives.  We pray they may find peace and 

joy through prayer and thanksgiving. 

Psalm 100 comes to mind as we acknowledge that there are so many things to be thankful for.  As 

Christians we have something to celebrate in Jesus Christ every day of the year.” 

I share with you this “Prayer of Thanksgiving: Grateful for the Giver,” written by James Spencer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Submitted by Yvonne Wakeland 

 

Lord, as I participate in the all-too consuming activities that require my attention today, I pray that I 

would not lose sight of You. 

Give me this day a heart of gratitude, which looks beyond my appreciation for things, for comfort, for 

peace, for prosperity. 

Give me a heart of gratitude, which is ever and always thankful for the Giver. 

Thankful for the One who has provided, thankful for the One, who unlike His gifts, will never fade 

away. 
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I AM THANKFUL FOR…  

Creatures and creation! 

“I am grateful for my dog Beaumont. He and I go for wonderful 

walks in the neighborhood every day.  From my house, our 

meandering takes us either west to Valois Bay Park or east to 

Pine Beach. Both locations bring me great comfort and peace, 

and Beaumont gets to meet many doggy friends along the way.” 

 

 

                

 

 

Text and photos submitted by Stacey Neale 

Beaumont  

Tranquil Pine Beach  Splendid sunset at Valois Bay  
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I AM THANKFUL FOR … 

Helping hands  

During the pandemic, I have been blessed by the kindness of others.  I must say that I wasn’t surprised, 

but we need more people like Bob Morell in this world.  He has bought groceries for me, brings me the 

newspaper every Saturday and brings a smile to my face when he brings me his home baking.  It’s been 

difficult at times but with God’s help we’ll make it through this time of trial. 

- Submitted by Brenda Spence 

Family and friends 

I am thankful for my supportive family. Even though our offspring are in the US they love us and keep in 

close contact.  I am thankful that we live in a house with a back yard and caring neighbours, that we 

belong to a wonderful and supportive church…that we have good health.  

- Submitted by Marsha and Gordon Hunter 

 

Health and well-being 

 "See the gifts the years have given,  
 
Things your efforts could never earn, 
 
The health to enjoy who you want to be 
 
And the mind to mirror mystery."   J. O. 
 
I give thanks for the ongoing good health and well-being of my wonderful family and myself;  for the 
keen awareness and appreciation of the wonders of the natural world around me - the frenzied activity 
of a great variety of life around my bird feeder and the quiet beauty of the autumn. 
 
Thank you for giving us the space to ponder aloud! Stay healthy! 
 
- Submitted by Margaret Beattie  
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A note from the editor 
 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
As you read this edition of The Anchor on the eve of 
Thanksgiving, we are going through the second wave of the 
pandemic.  Our church was reopened for in-person services 
under restricted conditions for three weeks, only to have to go 
back to virtual services for at least another month.  
 
It seems that the light at the end of the tunnel is flickering 
feebly.  As summer fades to fall, it is easy to think that dark 
days are ahead of us.   
 
Reading the stories in this edition, it is clear that our 
parishioners are living with an attitude of gratitude, speaking 
from a place of thankful appreciation for the many blessings we 
are seeing in the midst of a horrendous pandemic.   
 
Notice I said, ‘in the midst of a horrendous pandemic.’ 
 
Even though the theme of this edition is thanksgiving, and 
we’ve focused on counting our blessings, none of us is in 
denial.  We’re saying that parenting is hard in the pandemic, 
holding back hugs is difficult, shutting down church and 
skipping our social events is tough.   
 
It is noteworthy that this thanksgiving-themed edition is the 
biggest ever, with 34 pages with testimonials from more than 
15 contributors!  We are people celebrating our blessings 
during a time of crisis, hopeful despite an uncertain future.  
This is a clear sign that the Holy Spirit is moving within us and 
among us.  We will pull through stronger, by the grace of God. 
 
Let us continue to encourage one another and all who we 
meet, sharing our stories and truly giving thanks to our loving 
God, who is our eternal hope. 
 
Yours in His service,  

Camille 
Camille Isaacs-Morell cisaacsmorell@videotron.ca  
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