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SALVATION ARMY WOMEN’S RALLY 

20 October 2012 

“WOMEN OF FAITH, ARISE!” 

CAMILLE ISAACS-MORELL 

SESSION 2:  KNOW WHAT GOD WANTS YOU TO DO 
 

The Bible never discounts the female intellect, downplays the talents and abilities of women, or 

discourages the right use of women's spiritual gifts. But whenever the Bible expressly talks about the 

marks of an excellent woman, the emphasis is always on feminine virtue or character. The most 

significant women in Scripture were influential not because of what they did or because of their talents, 

but because of who they were – their character / their virtue.  The message these women collectively 

give is about true feminine excellence. And that is always exemplified in moral and spiritual qualities 

rather than by social standing, wealth, or physical appearance.  

 

Point #1: . 

To serve God, you don’t have to be in the spotlight or have an impressive education or have a high rank 

in society.  

There are several examples in the Bible of unnamed women who played an important role in God’s plan.  

Let’s have a look at two cases – 

 

 In the account of Naaman’s healing we are told in 2 Kings 5 verse 1 that Naaman was a great 

man, respected by many, including the King of Syria, his boss but  that he had leprosy – a disease 

that relegated people in Biblical times to ‘outcast’ status. In spite of Naaman’s social status, his 

illness in the form of leprosy is a reminder that regardless of our station in life, human beings 

are all vulnerable and flawed in some way, and in need of divine intervention.  But the solution 

came from an unlikely and seemingly ‘weak’ source – an enslaved Israelite girl who was 

captured by Naaman’s army and was assigned to serve Naaman’s wife. We are led to believe 

that the slave girl doesn’t hate those who captured her. Driven by a courageous faith in God, she 

sought a way for God to be glorified in her oppressive situation.  

 

By declaring that Naaman could be healed through a prophet in Samaria in the land of Israel, 

she offered the possibility for the oppressor and the oppressed to worship and serve the same 

God.  Notice that in the Bible, the slave girl was unnamed and of low social rank, but she was 

committed to bearing the good news from God to help someone else.   

 

I ask the question to you – do you consider yourself to be too socially insignificant or incapable 

of acting for God to help other people?  If that’s the case, I want to remind you that you are the 

child of the Supreme God, Creator and King of the universe.  That alone tells you how important 

you are.  God chooses you, yes you, to be a channel of His power and grace to enable you to do 

great things in this world.  Do not ever think of yourself as being less than anyone.  The only 

hands God has, are yours! 
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 Here’s another example of a seemingly insignificant and disadvantaged woman who did great 

things for God.  This is the account of the woman in Zarephath who was a single mother and 

widow who showed great faith in God during a time of severe famine. At the risk of her and her 

son starving to death, she obeyed God and made food for Elijah first. The story is told in 1 Kings 

Chapter 17.  When Elijah came to the gate of the city, he found a widow there gathering sticks. 

Elijah called to her and said, “Please bring me a little water in a cup; that I may drink.” As she 

was going away to get the water, he called after her, saying, “Please bring me a morsel of bread 

in your hand.”   The widow stopped, turned around, and looked at him in surprise saying that 

she had very little left to eat for herself and her son.  But when Elijah told her to not be afraid 

but to make him a small cake from the little flour she had first, and then make some for herself 

and her son, she obeyed.   As a result of her faith, she and her household ate for many days. 

“The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the Word of the Lord 

which He spoke by Elijah.” 

 

Do you believe that because you don’t have much material wealth or talents to give to others 

you can’t possibly serve God?  If that is the case, read the account of the widow in 1 Kings 17.  

God has a blessing for those who step out in faith to serve Him and other people by using 

whatever they have – no matter how small or insignificant.   

 

You will be shocked at how God can use you to bless others and how amazingly blessed you can 

be when you use whatever gift, talent or resource you have – no matter how small – to serve 

God. 

 

Point #2  

Discover your gifts and talents. Use them to serve the Lord.   

I want to encourage you today to use your gifts and talents to serve the Lord.  Even if you’re already 

doing so, there’s much more God wants you to do.  We live in a very dark world, where hopelessness 

and inertia surround us.  Just look at the number of homeless people there are.  Look at the poverty and 

suffering right here in Montreal.  The Salvation Army has a shelter for men and a place of safety for 

abused women and their children.  We hear of numerous charities that are working overtime to meet 

the needs of a growing segment of poor, dispossessed people in our communities and around the world.  

We can stand on street corners and preach and sit at the Mercy Seat in our Corps and pray for the world 

to change.  That’s fine, but God did endow us with gifts and talents so that we can do His work here on 

earth, of relieving human suffering and tending to the spiritual needs of others in God’s name.   

 

As the founder of The Salvation Army William Booth declared “…what is the use of preaching the Gospel 

to men whose whole attention is concentrated upon a mad, desperate struggle to keep themselves 

alive?”   

 

So we’re going to spend some time talking about knowing what God wants us to do to serve Him by 

helping others in this world.  Please turn in your Bibles to Acts 9:36-42.    
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At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This woman 

was full of good works and charitable deeds which she did. But it happened in those days that 

she became sick and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. And since 

Lydda was near Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to 

him, imploring him not to delay in coming to them. Then Peter arose and went with them. When 

he had come, they brought him to the upper room. And all the widows stood by him weeping, 

showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them. But Peter 

put them all out, and knelt down and prayed. And turning to the body he said, “Tabitah, arise.” 

And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. Then he gave her his hand and 

lifted her up; and when he had called the saints and widows, he presented her alive. And it 

became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed on the Lord. 

Acts 9:36-42 

 

We learn from this text that Dorcas was a disciple or follower of Christ.  She was a Christian.  That’s the 

first thing we are told about Dorcas.  It’s true that she did good deeds, including using her sewing talent 

to help other people.  It’s noteworthy that we are told that she is a Christian first, not what she does, or 

what her career or actions are.   There was great weeping in the community when Dorcas died, because 

of the admiration and affection they had developed for her.  She was a humble and kind Christian 

woman.   

 

Dorcas did good work making garments for other people. What about you?  What good work can you do 

with the gifts and talents that God has given you?    

 

 Don’t spend a lot of time looking for your gift by comparing yourself with other talented people.  

If you aren’t quite sure what gifts and talents God wants you to use to serve Him and other 

people, you need to spend time in prayer with an open heart and open hands to Him, ready to 

serve.  You could do spiritual gift inventories or ministry/servant passion profiles.  I know that 

The Salvation Army encourages the use of these tools to help you as you seek to understand 

how God wants you to use your gifts. 

 Think about the interests you have.  Consider the opportunities you have to serve – not only in 

the church, but in other places.  Ask yourself and ask God to show you the unmet needs there 

are in your home, church, your job and community and if there is any possibility for you to serve 

Him in any of these places.  

Here are some specific ways you can explore your talents and know what God wants you to do. 

 You can explore your talents by taking a course in a community centre near you.  At the 

beginning of every year, most community centres send out announcements about courses and 

activities they’re offering.  There are all sorts of activities – arts and crafts, music, sewing, 

gardening, cooking, sporting activities, book clubs, etc.      

 Check out opportunities to volunteer in your neighbourhood.  Is there a hospital near you?  Is 

there a seniors’ home or nursery, women’s shelter near you?  At your workplace, do they offer 

opportunities to serve in the community?  Volunteer.  Very often training is provided to 
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volunteers.  You can work the reception desk, help with filing, serve in the kitchen, volunteer at 

events, visit patients, organize games for the kids… you name it!   

 Have a chat with other people who are doing things you like, or would like to do.  Learn from 

them.  How are they using their talents?  How did they discover and develop their talents?  

Don’t be shy.  Many talented people like to encourage other people who are interested in their 

talent. 

 Having said that, I want to reassure you that once you step out in faith, God opens and closes 

doors in your life which lead you in the way He would have you go. Be sensitive to that leading 

and use the gifts and interests you already have to serve Him.  

 Spend time in prayer asking God to use you as well as other Christians around you to reach 

others for Him. You’ll be amazed at how many opportunities to share Christ will come as a 

result. Colossians 3:17 says, Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  

Women of faith, be like Dorcas in the Bible.  Arise!  Use Your gifts for Christ! 

 

Point #3  

Stay committed to God’s call.  You will be shocked at what God can do through you.  

Once you’ve discovered your gifts and you understand how God wants you to serve, stay committed to 

God’s call.  Don’t be discouraged by setbacks and obstacles.  God offers great victory when you stay the 

course. 

 

Let’s look at the example of Deborah.  Deborah was a prophetess and Judge in Israel.  She had a well-

respected position and was the first woman Judge in Israel.   She was judging Israel at a time when the 

people would do evil and fall away from serving the Lord, then God would judge them and deliver them 

into the hands of their enemies, then they would cry out and return to God and finally He would deliver 

them. Unfortunately, the lesson was never permanently learned and there was a cycle of evil, 

judgement, oppression, repentance and deliverance that was going on, over and over again for the 

people of Israel. 

 

Within this cycle, Deborah ruled while Israel was under God’s judgment.  Israel was under severe 

oppression for twenty years.  She would sit under the palm tree between Ramah and Bethel in the hill 

country of Ephraim and the sons of Israel came up to her for judgment.  She was very well respected.  

The sons of Israel – men – lined up to receive her judgement.  When she was told by God to fight the 

enemy, the Israelite warrior leader Barak said he wouldn’t go to war unless she, Deborah, a woman, 

went with him.   

 

Now isn’t that funny!  A man not wanting to fight unless a woman is with him!  And just in case you 

think that Barak was a wimp, he was not!  In Hebrews 11: 32 Barak is listed in the Hall of Fame of men of 

great faith.  Well Deborah agreed to go to battle, but insists that all credit for winning the war should go 

to God and not to Barak.   
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What strikes me most about Deborah is that she was committed to do God’s will in the context of a 

sinful and oppressive situation.  She was confident about God’s call and she was unwavering.  She was 

very plain spoken and direct, honest, decisive and courageous. No waffling here and no shirking from 

God’s direction to go to war.  She was not intimidated by men and she made it very clear that God, not 

man, was to be glorified when the battle was won!   

The result of Deborah’s firm commitment to God’s call to be a judge was that the cycle of evil, 

judgement, oppression, repentance and deliverance was broken and that peace reigned in Israel for 

forty years! 

 

If God calls you to lead – then you must lead, like Deborah, without compromise.  It really doesn’t 

matter if you are soft-spoken and have a more gentle way of communicating than Deborah.  What really 

matters is your willingness to have a firm, uncompromising commitment to God and like Deborah, be 

very decisive when judging between good and evil, relying fully and completely on God’s guidance, 

direction and resilient strength, giving Him full credit for the work that He accomplishes through you.   

 

Point #4  

Do away with excuses.  Be ready to serve.  God can use you at any age or stage of life.   

Anna in the Bible was a Prophetess who had been a widow for several decades and lived in the Temple; 

the Bible tells us that she worshiped God with prayer and fasting day and night. She was in the temple 

when Jesus was brought in, and immediately gave thanks to God for Him. God used her to proclaim that 

this Jesus was the Redeemer, the promised Messiah.  Let’s turn to Luke 2:36-38.   

 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and 

then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 

fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to 

God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 

Even though Anna in the Bible was aged in years, she understood correctly that God still had work for 

her to do. Because she spent time in prayer and fasting, she was ready, spiritually, to do the work that 

God had given her when the time arrived. 

 

It is easy for us to develop that "retirement" philosophy in our spiritual life and our work for Christ when 

we reach the age of retirement from our normal daily work. Retirement is a wonderful thing, but when 

it comes to our Christian walk and worship of the Lord, there is no retirement. It is true that as our 

abilities change, the duties we are called upon to do for the Lord often change as well. In reality we are 

never too old, never too disabled, never too poor or too lowly to work for the Lord. 

 

 

 

Point #5  

Feminine virtue 

My opening comments at the beginning of this session are worth repeating.  Whenever the Bible 

expressly talks about the marks of an excellent woman, the stress is always on feminine virtue or 
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character. The most significant women in Scripture were influential not because of what they did or 

because of their talents, but because of who they were – their character.  They were all virtuous 

women.     

 

I’m going to end this session with a passage that is familiar to all of you.  It’s the description of the 

virtuous woman in Proverbs 31: 10 – 31.  Although reference is made to the woman who is married, the 

passage does not exclude the woman who is not married.  All the characteristics of the virtuous woman 

apply here.   

 

Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies. The heart of her husband safely 

trusts her; so he will have no lack of gain.  She does him good and not evil all the days of her life.  

 

She seeks wool and flax, and willingly works with her hands.  She is like the merchant ships; she 

brings her food from afar. She also rises while it is yet night, and provides food for her household 

and a portion for her maidservants.  She considers a field and buys it; from her profits she plants 

a vineyard.  She girds herself with strength, and strengthens her arms.  She perceives that her 

merchandise is good, and her lamp does not go out by night. She stretches out her hands to the 

distaff, and her hand holds the spindle.  

 

She extends her hand to the poor, yes; she reaches out her hands to the needy.  She is not afraid 

of snow for her household, for all her household is clothed with scarlet.  She makes tapestry for 

herself; her clothing is fine linen and purple.  Her husband is known in the gates, when he sits 

among the elders of the land.  She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies sashes for 

the merchants.   

 

Strength and honor are her clothing; she shall rejoice in time to come. She opens her mouth with 

wisdom, and on her tongue is the law of kindness.  She watches over the ways of her household, 

and does not eat the bread of idleness.   

 

Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her:  “Many daughters 

have done well, but you excel them all.”   

 

Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.  

Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates.  

Proverbs 31:10-31, NKJV 

 

Well what a long list of virtues!  Don’t be overwhelmed.  Let’s break down this passage into small pieces, 

to give us a better understanding of some of the major characteristics of a virtuous woman.  

 

 Trustworthiness – in the very first verse of this passage, we learn that the heart of her husband 

safely trusts her.  The husband of a virtuous wife knows that she will never speak evil of him 

behind his back, he can trust her with the household affairs, he can trust her in all of her 

business dealings, and he knows she will not work deceitfully but will be a true partner and to 

him.  And if you are not married, or don’t have a husband – are you also a trustworthy person?  
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How do you honour your relationships with your family members, co-workers, Christian 

brothers and sisters?  Can others rely on you to do what you say you will do?   Being trustworthy 

means that you act consistently with integrity and honesty at all times. 

 A hard worker who takes care of herself so that she can take care of others – the virtuous 

woman is not lazy! Verses 13-19 show us that she starts her day while it is still night and then 

works all day until the next night! Look at all of the things she accomplishes in that day.  Two 

extremely important points to note here – (i) she works willingly – serving others is not a 

tiresome chore and (ii) she takes good care of her physical health and wellness - She girds 

herself with strength, and strengthens her arms.  Do you do all you need to do willingly? Are you 

ignoring the physical signs of stress in your body?  Ask God to show you how best to balance 

your love for service with wisdom in knowing when to stop and rest! 

 Genuine care for others – the virtuous woman reaches out her hand to help the poor and needy. 

She establishes her priorities so that she takes care of her family first and doesn’t neglect them 

to take care of other people.  It’s very important for us to decide on our priorities and make sure 

that we’re taking care of the people God has put in our lives first, before we extend ourselves to 

other people. 

 Wisdom and right actions – the virtuous woman takes time to study the Bible – the source of 

wisdom and understanding.  She invests time in learning from God’s and acting upon it, knowing 

that the benefits will come in the future.  You may have to tolerate difficult people and face 

challenges raising your children.  So take some time to find out how God wants you to act in 

these situations and stick to it!  If you act with godly wisdom, following God’s prescribed ways, 

you will eventually see the blessings from God in your particular situation and be a testimony of 

God’s goodness and grace. This leads me to my final point - 

 Other people will notice that you are a virtuous woman and they along with God, will honour 

and bless you!  - The concluding verses speak of the admiration of family and the blessings of 

God that come on the virtuous woman.     

 

An important point I would like you to consider is that the book of Proverbs is based on the 

personification of wisdom & folly. The first 9 chapters of Proverbs outline the call of Lady Wisdom vs the 

call of Madame Folly. Therefore, when we arrive at chapter 31 we need to remember the opening 

discourse. The text we’ve looked at in Proverbs 31:10 - 31 reflects a relationship in that the church is the 

Bride of Christ following the call of Lady Wisdom & refuting the call of Madame Folly. This view also 

offers all women (and in fact, all people), single and married, an understanding of how we are called to 

follow Lady Wisdom in how we live in relation to God, ourselves and others. So when you understand 

the virtues that I’ve just pointed out, remember that they are virtues for women, and more importantly 

they are also virtues for all of God’s people – that is, Lady Wisdom, who is the Church or the Bride of 

Christ, to follow.   

 

Women of faith – arise!  It’s time to arise and be who God wants you to be and do what He wants you to 

do!  Let me close today with a short, but vitally important exercise.  You’re going to write a note to 

yourself.  
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In that note, you will write down three things that will help you, as a woman of faith to arise and be who 

God wants you to be and do what God wants you to do.  Commit yourself to:  

(i) one thing you will stop doing;  

(ii) one thing you will start doing; and  

(iii) one thing you will continue to do.   

 

The note will be mailed to your Corps, addressed to you personally in the next six months so you can 

check your progress against your plan. 

   

I would like to thank you all for your time and attention today.  I do hope that what I have shared has 

been helpful and that as you leave this place, you will make a commitment to rise up and do great things 

for God!   

 

May God richly bless you all!  Thank you. 

 


